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P R E F A C E. 

T is not the deſign of the Editor f 

theſe ſheets to draw up an enter- 
taining narrative of a Tour for the 
amuſement of ſedentary readers, but to 
render it a work of general utility to 
thoſe who either by a thirft of know- 
ledge, pleaſure, or buſineſs, are prompt- 
ed to vifit the places of which it treats : 
And to this end, it ſhall contain an ac- 
curate deſcription of the roads, the na- 
ture and price of carriages, the conve- 
niency of accommodations, the manufac=- 
tures of the country, the knowledge of 


tbe ſeveral coins, and various other ar- 
a tacles 


5 


ticles of uſeful information too tedious 
to mention. 


As ſome knowledge of geography is 
neceſſary to thoſe that travel, this little 
work ſhall contain a general deſcription 
or view of the ſeveral parts of the coun- 
try; an account of the principal towns, 
and of whatever is worthy the notice of 
the ſpeculative or commercial traveller. 


A fondneſs for viſiting foreign coun- 
tries ſeems to be among the diſtinguiſb- 
ing charafteriſtics of the preſent age; 
and perhaps more peculiarly that of the 
Engliſh nation.—The war that at pre- : 
ſent engages the attention and arms of 
almoſt all the European powers, has left 
no communication open to the Continent, 
but by way of Oftend ; to which place 
the 
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the moſt eligible mode of conveyance is 
in the Imperial packet-boats from Mar- 
gate, which are fitted up in the moſt 
commodious manner, and are always 
ready to ſail on the ſhorteſt notice, by 
an application to the Agents, Meſſrs. 
Hor per, Cobb, and Hall, or at Mr. 
Hall's circulating library. 


It is indeed pretended by Mr. Ver- 
couſtre Flanegan, and the Agents at 
Dcver, that the paſſage from thence to 
Oſtend is more eligible than from Mar- 
gate.—That part of the public who are 
unacquainted with the fituation of theſe 
places, and the navigation to and from 
them, may be deceived by the audacious 
Hertions of theſe men, who are, from 
intereſted motives, led to miſrepreſent 
the matter, and impoſe upon the un- 

a 2 wary 
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wary traveller ; but to a perſon who 
will attend to the charts of the coaſt, 
end the fituation and bearings of the 
reſpect ive ports, it will be plain to a 
demonſtration, that the communication 
with Oftend by way of Margate, is by 
far the ſafeſt and moſt expeditious. To 
be convinced that it is the ſafeſt, let 
any one obſerve the ſcite of the Goodwin 
Sands, and examine the ſoundings in the q 
neighbourhood of theſe dangerous banks, 
and they will perceive, that when ap- 4 
proaching them in the paſſage from C - 
tend to Dover in thick weather, 20 
fſeaman will attempt to make Dover, 
but Twill keep clear of the ſands by land- 
ing bis paſſengers at Margate or Kingſ- 
gate: This often happens, for the ſcund- 
ings in this part of the channel cannot 
always direct the mariner to diſcover, 

whether 
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dobet her he is near to, or diſtant from, 
theſe ſands ; for, one minute he will 
found in deep water (twenty or thirty 
fathoms) and the next firike upon the 
deſtruftive banks * 


Nor will the aſſertion prove true, 
that becauſe they may go with the tidt, 


* This obſervation has lately been fatally 
verified by the loſs of his Majeſty's ſhip the 
Greyhound, which was not only commanded 
by a very experienced officer, @ native of 
Ramſgate, but was at that time under the di- 
rection of two pilots of Deal, whoſe continual 
employment for ſeveral years has been to pi- 
lot ſhips through this hazardous part of the 
channel; and it is no leſs true than extraor- 
dinary, that the weather was remarkably clear 
and fine; and, at the time of ſtriking on the 
Goodwin, the pilots had declared themſelves 
ſully perſuaded they were clear of them. 


the 
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the paſſage from the port of Dover 
muſt be the moſt expeditious. —T he con- 
trary will often be the conſequence of 
that boafled advantage; for dbes it 
not depend upon the wind, whether the 
tide will afford ſo much aſſiſtance, or 
not? Muſt not the tide ebb, as well as 
flow? And if the flood favours, does 
not the ebb oppoſe their progreſs? Anek 
do they not find the wind and tide as 
often againſt them, as in their favour ? 


| But it is to be obſerved, that nothing 
can be more favourable than the tide 4 
from Margate ; fer on going from that © 
port at high water, they have the ebb . © 
in their favour for ſeven bours. Be- 
ſides, with the wind blowing bard at 
S. and S. by W. they cannot get out of 
the — of Dover ; and with the ſame 
wind, 
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wind, being a bar-place, and a large 
well, it is very dangerous to go in; 
and with the wind at N. E. they will 
hardly fetch Calais; but with the ſame 
wind veſſels from Margate make but 
one ſtreteh, and, cloſe haul'd, will fetch 
the port of Oftend—with this additional 
advantage, that no wind but what ts 
directly contrary, and blowing very 
freſh, can prevent veſſels going out of 
Margate Pier. — Again, with the 
wind at S. W. by W. veſſels from Oſ- 
tend will not fetch the port of Dover ; 
but with the ſame wind they may reach 
Margate, without expofing themſelves 
Zo the dangers of the Goodwin Sands. 


This is exemplified in the chart of 


the coaſt of Flanders and England, 
which 


ren 
which may be had of Mr. Hall, at 
Margate. 


In a word, the favourable fituation 
of Margate with reſpect to Offend, 
renders any encomiums unneceſſary ; 
ani the packets (of which Meſſrs. Hen- 
nefſy and Co. have always ten conflantly 
paſſng and repaſſng ) are theſe formerh 
employed in the paſſage from Dover to 
Calais, in the ſervice of Mr. Feftor. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


HE Netherlands or Low 

; Countries, ſo called from 
their ſituation at the 
mouths of ſeveral great rivers, are 
divided into ſeventeen provinces, 
ſituated between 2 and 7 degrees of 
eaſt longitude; and between 49 


degrees, 30 minutes, and 53 de- 


— grees, 30 minutes of north latitude. 


They are bounded on the north by 
B the 
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the German Ocean, on the eaſt by 
the circle of Weſtphalia, the bi- 
ſhopricks of Triers and Liege, and 
the dutchies of Juliers and Cleves, 
by France and Lorrain on the ſouth, 
and by other provinces of France 
with the Britiſh Seas on the well, 
Their extent from north to ſouth 
in length, 1. e. from the confines of 
Picardy to the mouth of the river 
Ems in Eaſt Frieſland, is about 
three hundred miles; and their 
breadth, 1. e. from Graveline to 
Triers, 1s two hundred miles, but 
in many places they are not half 
that breadth. 


Tursk provinces were conſidered 
unger the Romans as a part of 
Gallia Belgica, and were originally 

inhabited 
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inhabited by four ſorts of people, 
the Catti, who fled there for ſhelter 
from the diſtrict of Heſſe ; the Batti, 
or Batavians, who were refugees 
from the iame part; the Camire- 
tes, who ſpread from the north 
to the ocean; and the Friſians, 
who were the moſt antient inha- 
bitants of the country. 


Tuosꝝ ſituated to the ſouth-weſt 
of the Rhine were with the reſt of 
Gaul ſubdued by Julius Cæſar; 
and afterwards the Batavians, . & 
the Hollanders and Zealanders ſubs 
mitted alſo to the Romans. 


AFTER the fall of the Roman 
empire, theſe provinces were left a 
prey to barbarians, ſuch as the 
B 2 Saxcrs 


| 
' 


| 
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Saxons, Danes, and Normans.—But 
the Frifians, who had never been 
entirely ſubdued by the Romans, 
oppoſed themſelves to theſe inva- 
ders, and after a long and doubt- 
ful ſtruggle, became maſters of the 
whole country.—But the Frifians, 
were ſubdued by Pepin le Gros and 
Charles Martel, and their country 
annexed to the crown of France. 
This was the third revolution of 
theſe provinces, which continued 
from 733 till towards the end of 
the tenth century under French go- 
vernors. 


Tuxer governments or counties 
were afterwards made hereditary, 
and theſe provinces were long go- 
verned ſeparately by diſtinct princes, 

under 
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under various titles, after tlie man- 
ner of Germany, till at length, by 
intermarriages, treaties, and ſome 
victories, moſt of them fell to the 
Houſe of Burgundy. Upon the 
death of Charles the Bold, the laſt 
duke of that family, who fell in 
battlein 1475, they paſſed from the 
houſe of Burgundy to that of Au- 
ſtria, by the marriage of his only 
daughter princeſs Mary in 1477, to 
the archduke Maximilian, ſon of the 
emperor Frederic III. to whom he 
ſucceeded in 1482. From him it 
deſcended to his grandſon Charles 
(who was afterwards elected empe- 
ror by the name of Charles the 5th) 
in 1506; who in 1516 ſucceeded to 
the kingdom of Spain in the right 
of his mother Joan, the daughter 

and 
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and heireſs of Ferdinand and Iſabel, 
king and queen of Spain : and he 
conſtituted theſe provinces in 1519 
one of the circles of the empire, 
by the name of the circle of Bur 
gundy. : 


* UNDER the adminiſtration of the 
Burgundian princes, and even long 
before their acceſſion to the ſove- 
reignty, trade and manufactures 
flouriſhed in the Netherlands more 
than in any other European ſtate, 
No city in thoſe days, except Ve- 
nice, poſſeſſed ſuch extenſive com- 
merce as Antwerp; it was the ſtaple 
or great mart of all the northern 
nations. Bruges was little inferior, 


* Vide Grotins, de Antiq. Repub, 
Battav. | 
Arras 


THE NETHERLANDS. 7 


Arras was famous for tapeſtries, 
which ſtill retain the name of the 
place. In the city of Ghent there 
were many thouſand artificers em- 
ployed in the woollen manufacture 
long before the art was known to 
the Engliſh, from whom the wool 
was purchaſed by the induſtrious 
Flemings. 


For this proſperity, the inhabit- 
ants of the Netherlands were in a 
great meaſure indebted to the nature 
and ſituation of their country, which 


as it lies in the centre of Europe, 


commanding the entrance and na- 
vigation of ſeveral of the great ri- 
vers of Germany, and is almoſt every 
where interſected by theſe rivers, or by 
canals or branches of the ſea, 1s ad- 

mirably 
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mirably fitted both for foreign and 
domeſtic or inland trade. This 
ſingular advantage, however, could 
not have enabled the Flemings to 
leave the other European nations ſo 
far behind them, if the form of 
their civil government had not been 
favourable to their exertions. 


As it was ſoon after this æra that 
the events took place which occa- 
ſioned the diviſion of theſe provinces, 


and gave independence to ſome of 


them, it may not be improper to 


recall to the traveller's memory the 


important epoch, and to relate, in 
as ſuccinct a manner as poſſible, the 
oceurrences of that time; as he will 
probably have occaſion to paſs over 
ſeveral parts of the country which 

were 
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were the fields of battle in that very 
memorable war which followed, and 
which engaged the attention of the 
whole world at that time, and the 
pens of the moſt able hiſtorians of 
our own —That war, and its con- 
| ſequences, ſeem to have derived their 
ſource from the different diſpoſitions 
of Charles the Vth, and his ſon 


Philip II. King of Spain. 


Pullir was educated in Spain, 
under eccleſiaſtics noted for their 
bigotry, who were appointed by 
his father to inſtruct him; and by 
this circumſtance, ſeveral of theſe 
features in his character were either 
formed, or greatly heightened, which 
were afterwards ſo conſpicuous in 


his conduct. 
CHARLES 


— r r —⁰rͤꝗ»!'¾ ²̃m? ¾— . ——o—_—— te 
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CuARLES, who was born in the 
Netherlands, and paſſed his early 
youth there, had, through his whole 
reign, entertained ſuch a manifeſt 
partiality for that country, as was 
the ſource of much diſſatis faction 
to his Spaniſh ſubjects. But they 
were ſoothed by the preference 
which they received from the young 
prince, and flattered themſelves with 
hopes, which indeed were not fruſ- 


' trated, of obtaining under his ad- 


miniſtration that ſhare of the royal 
favour, which the Flemings had 
enjoyed under the emperor. 


Pnu1L1e continued to reſide in 
Spain, and was intruſted with the 
adminiſtration of that kingdom, 
till the year 1548. At that time 

he 
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he was called by his father into the 
Low Countries, where he arrived 
in the beginning of the following 
year, with a numerous retinue of 
Spaniſh nobles. 
Urod his entrance into Bruſſels, 
as he was ever deſirous to maintain 
t he appearance of extraordinary pie- 
ty, he went firſt to the cathedral 
church, and then proceeded to the 
palace. After paſſing ſome days 
there with the emperor, who in all 
his behaviour diſcovered that fond 
affection which is natural to a per- 
ſon in the decline of life, towards 
an only ſon, he ſet out to viſit the 
principal cities of the Low Coun- 
tries, accompanied by the regent, 
his aunt, the queen dowager of 
Hungary, 


No- 
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Noruixs could exceed the pomp 
with which he was every where re- 
ceived ; the cities vied with each 
other in diſplaying that magnifi- 
cence which their induſtry had en- 
abled them to attain, and the peo- 
ple gave every where the ſtrongeſt 
demonſtrations of their attachment. 


Bor Philip, in the midſt of thoſe 
ſcenes of feſtivity which were exhi- 
bited for his amuſement, and which 
were ſo well calculated to gratify a 
young ambitious mind, could not 
conceal the natural auſterity of his 
temper. The Flemings obſerved 
with anxiety, that there was a 
ſtriking contraſt between the father 
and the ſon. Charles was courte- 
ous and affable, but Philip, they 

| perceived, 
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perceived, was diſtant, haughty, 
and ſevere. The former could ſpeak 
with facility the principal languages 
of Europe, and uſed to converſe fa- 
miliarly with all his ſubjects: the 
latter had declined learning any but 
the Spaniſh tongue, converſed little 
with the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, and was almoſt inacceſ- 
ſible to all but the Spaniſh nobles, 
He lived in every reſpect as he was 
accuſtomed to live in Spain, wore a 
Spaniſh dreſs, and refuſed to con- 
form, in any thing, to the modes 
and cuſtoms of the Netherlands *. 


Tuis behaviour, equally ungraci- 
ous and impolitic, made a deep im- 
* Bentivoglio, Hiſtoria della Guerra de 

Fiandra, p. 5. In Parigi, 1645. 
preſſion 
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_ impreſſion on the minds of the Fle- 
mings, and created in them a jea- 
louſy of the Spaniards, which they 
did not ſtudy to conceal. Charles 
having required the ſtates to ſwear 
allegiance to Philip, as they had for- 
merly done to hiniſelf, they rejected 
the requeſt, and refuſed to acknow- 
ledge Philip's right of ſucceſſion, 
till he engaged to exclude all fo- 
reigners from any ſhare in the go- 
vernment of the provinces. And 
even to this nothing would have 
made them agree, but their reſpect 
for the emperor, and the awe in 
which they ſtood of his power ; for 
if the diſtemper under which Charles 
laboured at this time, had proved 
mortal, 1t was believed they would 
have excluded Philip from the ſove- 


reignty, 
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reignty, and conferred it on Maxi- 
milian his couſin, ſon of Ferdinand 
king of Hungary and Bohemia, 


CHARLES left the Low Countries 
to his ſon Philip, upon the abdica- 
tion of his dominions ; but Philip 
determined to retire to Spain, and 
to leave theſe provinces to be go- 
verned by a viceroy, and by maxims 
and laws entirely Spaniſh; by which 
unpopular meaſure he loſt entirely 
the affections of his ſubjects. 


Tux grievances of the people ſtill 
continually increaſing, by ſeeing 
none but Spaniards taken into the 
prince's council, by the king's con- 
tinuing the Spaniſh and Italian 
forces on foot, and inſiſting upon 

exOr- 
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exorbitant ſupplies to maintain 
them, even after the peace with 
France was concluded. All this 
gave a great interruption to the 
proſperity of theſe provinces, and 
occaſioned a general diſcontent. 
Thus the ſeeds of diſcord being 
ſown between the prince and peo- 
ple, and the cruel perſecuting ſpirit 
of the former, prompting him to 
introduce the inquiſition, and eſta- 
bliſh an arbitrary power, which was 
but too manifeſtly diſcovered in the 
odious adminiſtration of the Duke 
de Alva, in contempt of the privi- 
leges and liberties of the pro aces : 
this occaſioned a civil war, which 
was carried on with great obſtinacy 
and various ſucceſs on both ſides. 
At length, ſeven of the provinces, 

PR 
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deſpairing of ſeeing their grievances 
redreſſed, threw off the Spaniſh 
yoke, and formed an alliance at 
Utrecht in. 1579, which was the 
foundation of the republic of the 
United Provinces. They were at 
laſt declared a free and independent 
ſtate by the Spaniards, at the treaty 
of Munſter in 1648, 


C GENE- 


EO] 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


G7 TIES 


AUSTRIAN and FRENCH 
NETHERLANDS. 


Tue ten provinces of the Ne- 
therlands, which were not com- 
prehended in the union of Utrecht, 
and are now ſubject to Auſtria and 
France (except ſome ſmall part of 
Brabant and Flanders, poſſeſſed by 
the Dutch) are, | 


The dutchy of Brabant. 
The county of Flanders. 
The county of Artois. 
The county of Hainault. 
The county of Cambreſis. 
& 4 The 


* 2 N= 
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6. The county of Namur. 
7. The dutchy of Limberg. 
8. The dutchy of Luxemburg. 
9. The marquiſate of the holy 
empire, or Antwerp; and, 

10. The lordſhip of Malines, or 
Mechlin. 


They are bounded by the ocean 
and united Netherlands towards 


the north; by Germany on the 


eaſt; by Lorrain and part of France 
on the ſouth ; and by another part 
of France, and the Britiſh ocean, 
towards the welt : being about one 
hundred miles in length from eaſt 
to weſt, and about eighty in breadth 

from north to ſouth, 


Flemiſh 
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Flemiſh Coins. 


4 Cortjies - - make one Stiver. 1d. Englich. 
6 Stivers = one Schilling, 

3 Schillings - — one Gilder. 

2 Gilders 1-ha!f- —— one Rix-dollar, 

2 Rixdollars i-half —— one Imperial. 


French Coins. 


COPPER OR MIXED METAL. 
4 Liards make one halfpenny. 


Piece of two liards —— one farthing, 


Sol or ſo n one halfpenny. 
Sol and an half = « —— three halfpence. 
Piece of two ſolss - —— two-pence, | 


SIL VE Re 
Piece of fix fols = make three-pence,. 
Piece of twelve fols = — fix-pence. 
Piece of twenty-ſour fouls —— ove ſhil ing. 


Ecu—3 livres - - — hait-a-crowit, 


Grand ecu--6 livres one Crown, 


6-0 Lk 
Half louis d'Or - about half a guinea, 
Louis d'Or = - about one guinea. 


8 N. B. A 
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N. B. A livre is, like the Engliſh 
pound, only an imaginary coin, in 
which accounts are kept, value ten 
pence ſterling : and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, no coin of a former reign 
will paſs in this kivg's time; all 
the coins in France being called in 


Upon the demiſe of their kings. 


The traveller muſt therefore be care- 
ful not to receive any old coin in 
France in exchange, as he will find 
ſome difficulty in getting it off 
again. 


Or MILES. 


AN Engliſh mile conſiſts of 
5280 feet, or 1760 yards, 69 or 70 


miles being a degree. 


A Ger- 
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A German mile is the fifteenth 
part of a degree, or better than four 
Engliſh miles. 


A French league 1s the twenty- 
fifth part of a degree, which is two 
Engliſh miles and three quarters. 


Journey from Os TEN PD to 
BRUSSELS, 


> place diſtant 
Engliſh miles to — — from 
place Oſtend. 
Bruges — — - 8 


Ghent 24 - A 39 
Dendermond 12 = — 48 


Aloſt 1A; A 
Aſſche 78 — 
Bruſſels $a - 66 


66 Account 
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Account of the ſeveral places in this 
route, 


T BUTEND. 


OSTEND is a city and ſea-port 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands in the 
province cf Flanders; in eaſt lon- 
gitude 2 deg. 47 min. north latitude 

51 deg. 14 min. 


The firſt thing the traveller will 
require when landed is to be in- 
formed of the inns and hotels which 
are calculated for his reception. Of 
theſe there are four, viz. | 


Hotel 
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Hotel de Ville, 
Hotel de Angleterre, 
London Hotel, 
Cour Imperial. 


The town is ſmall, and conſiſts 
of a large ſquare market-place, 
from whence run eight ſtreets. On 
one fide of the market-place is a 
town-houſe, and on the other a 
guard-houſe for the military. The 
town, the traveller will find, 1s 
ſituated in a moraſs, almoſt ſur- 
rounded by wide trenches, filled 
with ſalt water. The harbour is 
deemed the ſecond in Flanders, 
Sluys being reckoned the beſt. They 
labour here under the inconvenience 


of having no good freſh water, but 
| are 
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are obliged to fetch it from Bruges. 
In the fixteenth century, this was 
only a ſmall fiſhing town ; but 
became celebrated in the beginning 
of the ſeventeenth for the ſiege it 
* ſuſtained from 1601, till the latter 
end of the year 1604, againſt the 
power of Spain. 


It is ſaid, that in the courſe of 
the ſiege the Spaniards loſt upwards 
of 65,000 men, and the beſieged 
near 30,000. Not that the garri- 
ſon ever conſiſted of any thing like 
that number, but the ſea being 
open to the Dutch, they ſupplied 
the place from time to time not 
only with proviſions and ſtores, 
but with freſh forces, till there was 

no 
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no more ground left for the garri- 
ſon to defend, the whole being re- 
duced to a heap of rubbiſh. The 
French took poſſeſſion of it on the 
death of Charles II. of Spain, but it 


woas recovered from them by the 


Confederates after the battle of Ra- 
millies 1706. 


The French, under the command 
of Marſhal Lowendahl, laid fiege 
toit in 1745, after the battle of 
Fontenoy, and took it; but it was 
reſtored to the queen of Hungary 
at the treaty of Aix-la-Chapel. 


About a mile from Oſtend is 
the Sas, that opens to the great 
canal of Bruges, which is ſupplied 

with 
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with ſea-water by flood-gates ; theſe 
are opened when the tide flows, and 
ſhut again when the tide ebbs, by 
which means a body of water is 
kept up, ſufficient to carry ſhips of 


Zoo tons up to Bruges. 


From Oſtend there are boats called 
treck-ſcoots, that go every day to 
Bruges, Newport, Furnes, and Dun- 
kirk; and alſo from Oſtend to Sluys, 

and from thence to Muddleburgh 1 in 
Zealand. 


N hed G E I 


BRUGES is a city and port- 
town of Flanders, twelve miles caſt 
of Oſtend, and twenty-four north- 


welt of Ghent. 
It 
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It is ſituated on the grand canal 
which runs between Oſtend and this 
place, and is reckoned the fineſt in 
the Low Countries. Its name is 
ſaid to have been derived from the 
great number of bridges over the 
canals and rivulets which run 
through the town, and are ſaid to 
be above two hundred; but as 
others ſay, it 18 derived from one 
ſingle bridge, near which ſtood a 
chapel, and which gave occaſion to 
the building of this city. It is about 
five miles in circumference, encom- 
paſſed by a wall, but the fortifica- 
tions are not equal to a regular 
ſiege. The ſtreets are, in general, 
ſpacious, and the houſes large, tho' 
tor the molt part old faſhioned. 


There 


| 
| 
| 
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Tuxxx are fix market-places or 
ſquares, ſeven gates, ſeven pariſh 
churches beſides the cathedral, ſixty 


monaſteries and nunneries. 


Tur great market- place 1s ſpaci- 
ous and noble, at the end of which 
there 1s a fine ſteeple 552 ſteps high, 


with a chime of bells. Joining to 


this ſteeple there 1s a ſpacious court, 
on one ſide of which ſtands the 
town-houſe, a venerable edifice, 
adorned with the ſtatues in niches 
of all the dukes of Brabant and 
earls of Flanders, as big as the life ; 
and on the other ſide a palace where 
public affairs are tranſacted. 


SeveERAL of the churches at 


Bruges are worth looking at. The 
. cathedral, 
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cathedral, indeed, dedicated to St. 
Donat, has nothing very remarka- 
ble, but that of our Lady is a fine 
building. In the choir of this 
church there are two fine tombs, 
caſed, except on ſtate days; the one 
of Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and the other of his daugh- 
ter Mary, heireſs of Burgundy, both 
of braſs gilt, and finely enamelled. 
The treaſure of this church is alſo 
curious and rich, but ſtrangers can- 
not eaſily obtain a ſight of it. 
Among other curioſities are the rich 
veſtments of Thomas a Becket, ſet 
with diamonds, and ſaid to have 
been bought at the Reformation by 
Mary ſiſter to the emperor Charles 
the Fifth. The Jeſuits church — 
the pulpit in that of the Do- 


minicans 
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minicans — the large Carthuſian 
monaſtery, about a mile in circum- 
ference ; and the Carmelites church, 
are all objects worthy the attention 
of the curious traveller; but the 
moſt ſumptuous monaſtery is the 
Dunes of the order of St. Bernard; 
the abbot's apartment is magnifi- 
cent, and thoſe of the monks very 
neat. There are two Engliſh nun- 
neries here, one of Auguftines, the 
other is called the Pelicans, who are 
a ſtricter order, and wear a coarſer 
dreſs. There are ſeveral other pub- 
lic edifices : in the hoſpital are ſe- 
veral curious pictures, and in the 
great hall a very good one of the 
laſt judgment, by Bucker, a pupil 
of Rubens. 


THE 


THE NETHERLANDS. 33 


Tur manufactures of this town 
are chiefly of woollen cloth and 
ſtuffs, tapeſtry, and linen ; and as 
they have a communication with 
the ſea by means of the great ca- 
nal to Oſtend, which brings up 
ſhipping to the town, they till 
carry on a pretty good trade. 


A barge or treck-ſcoot paſſes 
daily between this place and Ghent; 
it 1s drawn by horſes through an 
artificial canal thirty miles long. 
This is the moſt remarkable boat of 
the kind in all Europe; for it is a 
perfect tavern divided into ſeveral 
apartments, with a good ordinary 
at dinner of fix or ſeven diſhes, and 
all ſorts of wine at moderate prices. 
In winter they have fire in their 
D chimnevs, 
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chimneys, and the motion of the 
veſſel is ſo gentle, that the paſſengers 
find this mode of conveyance "wy 
pleaſant and convenient. 


Tux inns at Bruges are, 


Hotel de Commerce. 
Fleur de Bled. 


Nr. 


GHEN is a city of the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands, and capital of 
the province of Flanders, about 
twenty-four or twenty-five miles 
north-weſt of Bruſſels. It is ſitu- 
ated in a very healthy air, on four 
navigable rivers, the Scheld, the 
Lys, the Lieve, and the Mour-water, 

which 
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which run through it, and divide it 
into ſo many canals. Theſe canals 
form twenty-ſix little ifles, over 
which there areone hundred bridges. 
The town 1s very large; it is full 
fifteen miles in circumference, but 
not one half within the walls 1s 
built upon, the reſt conſiſting of 
fields and gardens, which add not a 
little to the natural ſalubrity and 
pPleaſantneſs of the place. The for- 
tifications are ſo extenſive, that it 
would require an army to defend it. 
The market- place, called the Friday 
market, is at leaſt as large as that 
of Covent-garden. In the middle 
of this market- place is a ſtatue of 
Charles the Fifth, clad in his im- 
perial robes, with a ſceptre in his 
hand. Travellers are generally de- 

D 2 ſired 
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fired to take notice of the bridge 
called Dogebrack, where there are 
two brazen ſtatues, repreſenting a 
ſon cutting off his father's head 
with a ſabre. It may be the travel- 
lers wiſh to know the ſtory from 
whence this ſcene derives its 


ſource. 


A father and ſon having been 
both condemned to die for ſome 
crime, a pardon was offered to him 
who would be the other's execu- 
tioner. Upon which the father 
prevailed on the ſon to take the 
office upon him. As he was ready 
to ſtrike, the - blade of the ſword 
broke in his hands, which being 
conſidered as a miraculous interpo- 
ſition of Providence, they were both 

| pardoned. 
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pardoned. This is ſaid to have 
happened in 1371. 


Tur Citadel was built by Charles 
the Fifth. 


Tur Stadthouſe is a handſome 
ſtructure, built by archduke Albert 


in 1618. 


Tux churches in this town are 
numerous, and for the moſt part 
magnificent. The cathedral, ded 
cated to St. Bovo, is exactly the ca- 
thedral of Canterbury, only with 
this alteration, that it is better 
adorned within, and has a finer. 
ſteepie; under it there is a noble 
crypta or ſubterraneous church. 
The pariſh churches of St. James, 
St. 
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St. Michael, St. Martin, Our Lady, 
St. Saviour, and St. Nicholas, are 
beautifully adorned, and worthy the 
notice of the curious traveller. 
There are fifty monaſteries and 
nunneries in this town, and among 
the reſt one Engliſh nunnery, which 
have all their churches and chapels 
| bandſomely adorned, 


Tux abbey of St. Peter, or St. 

Peter's on the Hill, is the chief, 
having the beſt revenues of any ab- 
bey in the Low Countries. 


Tut church of the bare-footed 
Carmelites was built in 1712, and 
is now one of the chief beauties of 
the city. The Hequinage of this 
place is a very large building, in 

_ circumference 
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circumference a mile, and all in- 
cloſed, The women have each a 

neat little cell ; they go out when 
they pleaſe, and employ their time 
in weaving lace, They are decently 
cloathed in black, with a cambric 
head-dreſs, like other nuns, and 
when they marry they leave the 
houſe. This receptacle for females 
1s one of thoſe inſtitutions beſt cal- 
_ culated fot the public benefit, and 
the comfort of individuals. 


By the treaty of Utrecht this 
town was given to the houſe of 


Auſtria, was taken by the French 


in 1745, and reſtored by the treaty 
of Aix la Chapelle. This town is 
famous for the birth of the emperor 


Charles V. and for that of the 
D 4 duke 
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duke of Lancaſter, known by the 
name of John of Gaunt. 


From Ghent a coach goes every 
day to Antwerp, Bruſſels, and Cour- 


tray. 


A party may hire a coach to 
Bruſſels (the diſtance about thirty- 
five or thirty-ſix miles) for forty- 
eight or fifty ſchillings ; and indeed 
when we come to conſider the 
drawbacks to which every owner 
is liable, we cannot but think it rea- 


ſonable enough. 


Every public carriage in this 
well-fegulated country, contributes 
fomething to the benefit of the ſtate. 


The ſkippers and ſtablers have each 


their 


#1 
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their licences, which entitle them to 
protection, as long as they behave 


well. The paſſenger, in caſe of 


damage ſuſtained, or inſult received, 
has his remedy upon the ſpot. One 


man is licenced to keep a boat, an- 


other to furniſh two or three car- 
riages, but neither of them muſt 
exceed his limitation. The conſe- 
quence of ſuch a regulation 1s, that 
every man is permitted to live de- 
cently by his employment; but he 
muſt not impoſe upon the public: 
nor ſhall one overgrown undertaker, 


or a knot of them, have it in their 


power to ſtarve or ruin the reſt of 
their brethren. 


In riding from Ghent towards 


Bruſſels, the traveller finds a moſt 


excel- 


0 
ö 
| 
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excellent road, and a very fine ave- 
nue, cut in a ſtraight line for ſeveral 
miles, broad enough for three or 
four carriages to run a-breaſt, with 


horſe and foot tracks—either ſide 


planted with lofty elms, forming as 
it were a ſpacious bower. 


The inns at Ghent are, 


Hotel St. Sebaſtian. 
La Hotel de Hollande. 
La Hotel Royal. 


DENDERMOND. 


DENDERMOND is a town in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, and pro- 
vince of Flanders, twelve miles to 
the eaſtward * Ghent, and eighteen 

north- 
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north-weſt of Bruſſels. It is ſitua- 
ted in a marſhy ground at the con- 
fluence ot the Dender and the 
Scheld, from the firſt of which it 
derives its name, which ſignifies the 
mouth of the Dender. There are 
four gates to the town, twenty-ſix 
bridges, chiefly of ſtone, and fix 
market-places. The town has a 
pretty good trade, and the merchants 
and tradeſmen enjoy great privileges; 
an enquiry into them would be well 
worthy the notice of the commercial 


traveller. 


TRERE are two parochial 
churches, three abbeys of women, 
ſeveral other religious houſes, and 
an hoſpital, There are boats in 
this town that go every day to 

Antwerp 


— 
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Antwerp and Ghent, and a coach 
every day to Aloſt. 


. 


ALOST is a town in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, and province of Flan- 
ders, ſituated on the river Dender, 
fifteen miles north-weſt of Bruſſels, 
and three miles from Dendermond. 
It is a ſmall town, ſituated in a fine 
country, and capital of a large ter- 
ritory, formerly called Imperial 
Flanders, becauſe of its being a fee 
of the empire. 


Tux greateſt curioſity they ſhew | 
here 1s the tomb of Theodore Mar- 
tin, who brought the art of printing 
| hither 
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hither from Germany, with a long 
epitaph by Eraſmus. 


THERE is a fine old church in 
this town, wherein 1s one of Rubens? 
beſt pictures, St. Roch aſſuaging the 
plague. The figure of the ſaint ex- 
hibits a ſtriking likeneſs of the 
painter. Beſides this, there are two 
other ſmall pieces by the ſame maſter, 
one of them repreſents St. Roch (or 
Rubens, if you pleaſe, for the like- 
neſs 1s ſtill preſerved) in the deſert, 
fed by his truſty dog, who preſents 
him with a loaf. 


A coach goes every day to Ghent, 
Dendermond, and Bruſſels. 


BRUSSELS: 
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BRUSSELS. 


BRUSSELS 1s the capital of the 
province of Brabant, and of all the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, fituated on 
the river Senne, twenty-four miles 
ſouth of Antwerp, and about thirty 
ſouth-eaſt of Ghent. This is a 
large and populous city, of nearly 
an oval figure, partly ſituated in a 
plain, and partly on the brow of an 
hill. It is about fix miles in cir- 
cumference, ſurrounded with good 
fortifications capable of ſuſtaining a 
fiege. It did not ſurrender to Mar- 
ſhal Saxe in 1746, till it had ſigna- 
lized itſelf by a very vigorous de- 

fence, 
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fence. The low town of Bruſſels 
1s divided by great canals, filled by 
the above-mentioned river Senne, 
which communicates with the Rup- 
ple, that falls into the Scheld, by a 
fine navigable canal, whereby this 
city has a communication with 
Antwerp and other places. 


Tux air of Bruſſels is very good; 
the ſtreets are of a convenient 
breadth, and tolerably well paved; 
the public and private buildings are 
uniform and elegant. 


Tur churches are remarkably 
magniftcent, particularly that of St. 
Gudulo, which is the great church. 
It is placed on the top of a hill, near 
the gate of St. Lovain, and is envi- 

roned 
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roned with iron baluſtrades. It is 
an old gothic building, with two 
large ſteeples on the eaſt end, but 
very finely adorned within. In the 
chapel there are ſeveral very hand- 
ſome monuments of princes, but 
the fineſt, toward the altar, is that 
of Erneſt archduke of Auſtria, go- 
vernor of the Low Countries: the 
chapel of the Holy Sacrament 1s 
particularly remarkable for the three 
hoſts, which are ſaid to have been 
ſtabbed by a Jew upwards of 430 
years ago, and to have bled with the 
wounds. Theſe hoſts are preſerved 
in this chapel, and expoſed on great 
feſtivals in a golden ſhrine ſet with 
diamonds. The Jeſuit's church is 
well worth ſeeing, as is alſo their 
 UIibrary ; where, among other things, 
they 
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they ſhew the chair of gilt leather, 
in which Charles the Fifth per- 
formed the ceremony of his reſig- 

nation. | 


Ano the many nunneries of 
this town there are two Engliſh, 
one of Dominican ladies, founded 
by Cardinal Howard, in the reign 
of King Charles the Second, and the: 
other of Benedictines. 


THeRt are ſeven public gates of 
Doric work in this city, leading to fo 
many different places of pleaſure, 
as one to fowling, another to fiſh- 
ing, a third to hunting, a fourth to 
pleafant fields, a fifth to paſture- 
grounds, a fixth to ſprings and 
vineyards, and a ſeventh to gardens. 

E Out 
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Out of the gate of Vilverden there 
is a very fine road, with four rows 
of trees on each fide along the ca- 
nal for ſeveral miles; and here the 
inhabitants take their airings. This 
canal makes an iſland in the town, 
and at the ſame time a kind of cir- 
cle planted with trees, after the 
manner of Holland. It was cut 
from Willibrook, a village on the 
Scheld, fifteen miles from Bruſſels, 
and finiſhed in 1661, þy the famous 
architect Rinaldo. By this canal 
there are treck-ſcoots that go twice 


a day betwixt Bruſſels and Ant- 
werp. | 


Tur great market · place is one 
of the moſt beautiful ſquares in 
Europe; one quarter of it is taken 


2 
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up by the Stadt-houſe, a noble 
building, having a brazen ſtatue of 
St. Michael on the top of it, fifteen 
feet high. In this town-houſe there 
is an apartment where the ſtates of 
Brabant meet, which is one of the 
beſt adorned of any on the con- 
tinent. 


THeRE are three rooms where 
the hiſtory of the reſignation of 
Charles the Fifth, is wrought in 
tapeſtry to ſuch perfection, that 
hardly any painting, nor any thing 
at the Gobelins at Paris, can comes 
up to it. The other rooms belong- 
ing to this aſſembly are alſo adorned 
with very fine original paintings, 
which are well worth the attention 
of the connoiſſeur. 

E 2 Tur 


f 
\ 
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Tux palace where the governor 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands reſides, 
ſtands on the top. of the hill, with 
a large ſquare before. it, encircled 
with pillars of braſs, on which are 
the ſtatues of ſeveral emperors and 
dukes of Brabant, in brals gilt, as 
large as life. 


Benixn the palace you deſcend 
by a pair of hanging ſtairs to a 
perterre, with water- works and ever- 
greens, at the back of which there 
is a beautiful park well ſtocked with 
deer, and planted with trees, like 
that of St. James's in London. The 
echo here is ſurpriſing; it makes 
twelve diſtinct replies. Its fine 
alleys form one of the pleaſanteſt 


walks about the city, and you may 


almoſt 


THE NETHERLANDS. 53 


almoſt walk round the ramparts 
between two rows of trees. You 
enter this palace by a ſpacious 
court, on the left of which there is 
a great hall that leads to the Impe- 
rial chapel, adorned on the outſide 
Hke that of Henry the Seventh at 
Weſtminſter. Fronting the gate of 
this court you enter the royal apart- 
ments, which are very noble, but 
regular, having been built at ſeve- 
ral times. Underneath is a terras, 
on which all the ſtatues of the dukes 
and ducheſſes of Brabant; and at 
the farther end of the park there is 
a pleaſure-houſe, built by the em- 
persr Charles the Fifth, called the 
emperor's palace, where among other 
things the cradle of that emperor is 
preſerved. In the ſeveral palaces 

at 
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at Bruſſels are very good collections 
of original paintings by the moſt 
celebrated maſters, both Italian and 
Flemiſh. There are alſo ſeveral 
private gentlemen who have curious 
collections, which, on being pro- 
perly applied to, they very . 
ſhew to ſtrangers. 


Tu opera-houſe muſt not be 
paſſed over unnoticed at Bruſſels. It 
is one of the nobleſt and largeſt 
in Europe. It was built by the 
duke of Bavaria im 1700, after the 
Italian manner, with two rows of 
lodges, or cloſets, moſt of them 
with chimneys, which the nobility 
hire by the winter, for the conve- 
nience of their families and friends, 
and keep the keys themſelves.— 

That 
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That which belonged to the prince 
de Ligne 1s wainſcotted with look- 
ing-glaſs, ſo that a party may fit in 
the corner of it at ſupper, or over 
a bottle, by a warm fire, and fee 
the whole repreſentation in the 
mirror, without being ſeen by the 
actors or company. | 


Evxx Rome itſelf is not better 
ſupplied with water than this city ; 
there are twenty public fountains 
adorned with ſtatues, at the corner 
of the moſt public ſtreets: among 
the reſt, the fountain in the middle 
of the town-houſe, with Neptune 
and his tritons ſpouting out water, 
and the horn from his noftrils 1s 
much eſteemed. The Beguinage 


here is a little town, ſurrounded by 
| a wall 


56 TOUR TO THE CONTINENT. 


a wall and ditch, and divided into 
ſmall ſtreets, where each Beguine 
has her apartments. 


The people of Bruſſels (and in- 
deed of all Brabant) are affable and 
polite, and I know no place where 
ſtrangers paſs their time more agree- 
ably. Their houſes are moſt of 
them very pleaſant, by reaſon of 
their fountains and gardens, which 
few of them are without, the meaneſt 
of the people being very fond of 
flowers. Their chief trade is cam- 
blets, lace, and tapeſtry, wherein 
they deal very conſiderably. 


Turin inns and eating-houſes 
are equal to any in Europe; and a 
ſtranger has this advantage, that for 

about 
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about two-ſhillings, or leſs, he can 
dine 'betwixt two and three o'clock 
on five or fix diſhes, and will find his 
wines very reaſonable and good. A 
coach may be retained by the hour, 
at a very moderate price. 


Ar the gates of Bruſſels ſtands 
the famous wood of Soigne, conſiſt- 
ing of 16,530 acres of ground, out 
of which the inhabitants furniſh 
themſelves with firing, being allowed 
to cut a quantity every year. In 
this foreſt there are three priories 
of the canons .regular of the order 


of St. Auſtin. 


Tux beſt inns are ſaid to be, 
L'Hotel de Belle Vue, 
L' Hotel de Angleterre, 
L'Hotel d' Imperatrice. . | 
FROM 
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Fo Bruſſels there are ſtage- 
coaches that ſet out almoſt every 
day, at or about eight in the morn- 
ing, for Ghent, Aloſt, Mons, and 
moſt of the towns in Flanders. 
There is likewiſe a ſtage- coach that 
ſets out directly from Bruſſels to 
Paris, and performs it in a few 
days, at the expence of about thirty- 
nine or forty ſhillings ſterling. The 
ſtage-coaches or diligences uſed in 
this country are by many deemed 
more convenient than thoſe in Eng- 


land; thev change horſes every 
twelve miles, and go ſometimes 
© Ninety or an hundred miles a day. 


JOURNEY Y 
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JOURNEY from BRUSSELS 
to ANTWERP. 


place diſtant 
Engliſh miles to — — from 
: place Bruſſels, 
Vilvorden - 9 
Mechlin 5s = - 12 
Antwerp 12 = — 24 


VILVORDEN. 


ILVORDEN is a ſmall town 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
in the province of Brabant, fitua- 
ted on the river Senne, between 
Mechlin and Bruſſels. It is a poor 


town, filled with religious houſes, 
in 
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in which there is nothing worth 


remarking : but it is ſtrong both by 


art and its ſituation, as the confe- 


derate army under the duke of 
Cumberland experienced in 1745, 


when the French army, much ſu—- 
perior in numbers, durſt not ven- 
ture to attack them in this paſition. 


MECHLIN. 


MECHLIN is the capital of the 
lordſhip of Mechlin, in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands. It is a large well-built 
city in the heart of Brabant, having 
Antwerp, Lovain, and Bruſſels in 
a triangle, almoſt equi-diftant, and 
is ſituated on the rivers Dyle and 
Demer, which unite before they 

= 
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reach this city. It conſiſts of ſeveral 
Mlands formed by branches of the 
Dyle, or artificial canals, over which 
they have built a great many 
bridges. 


Tur cathedral called St. Rom- 
baud is a fine Gothic building, the 
ſteeple is the higheſt in the country, 
and commands a very beautiful pro- 
ſpect. Among the religious houſes, 
the monaſtery of the Franciſcans, 
and the nunnery of St. Clare, 
are moſt worthy of notice. Pope 
Paul the Fourth erected this city 
into an archbiſhoprick in 1559. 


THrxRz generally refides here a 
greater number of the nobility than 
in any other city of the Low 

Countries; 
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Countries ; for which reaſon ſome 
very ſtately houſes are to be met 
with in almoſt every ſtreet. 


Tux are famous for caſting of 
bells and great guns, and have ex- 
celled in the article of lace, which 
is the fineſt in the Low Countries, 
though perhaps not the moſt fa- 
ſhionable at preſent. They have 
alſo a conſiderable. trade in corn, 
blankets, and thread. The Begui- 
nage, where they make this fine 
lace, is very ipacious, environed 
with a wall like a little town, 
and contains near a thouſand wo- 


men. 


Tarr brew good beer in this 
city, which is rarely to be met 
| with 
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with either in Holland or Flan- 
ders, and they ſell it to the other 
provinces, 


ANT WEN 


ANTWERP is the capital of the 
marquiſate of that name, a province 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands, ſitua- 
ted on the eaſtern ſhore of the river 
Scheld, twenty-four miles from 
Bruſſels, thirty north-weſt of Lo- 
vain, and twenty-four north-eaſt 
of Ghent. It is a very handſome * 
city, built in the form of a creſcent, 
in a low fenny ground, about ſeven 
or eight miles in circumference, ſur- 
rounded with a good wall, and baſ- 
tions faced with ſtone, The top 

of 
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of the wall is between ninety and 
an hundred feet broad, and planted 
on each fide with rows of trees. 
Between theſe trees there are walks 
broad enough for two men to go 
a-breaſt, from whence you have a 
moſt delightful proſpect of the ad- 
jacent country. 


Tux ſtreets are regular, the build- 
ings neat, and even magnificent, 
and the whole fo beautiful and uni- 
form, that it is, with much pro- 
priety, frequently compared to Flo- 
rence, 


Tux origin of this town is ob- 
ſcure and fabulous. I will forbear 
ſaying any thing that may fall un- 
der chat denomination, but the maſt 

probable 
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probable derivation is from an ad- 
vanced bank (which the word Ant- 
werp ſignifies in Dutch) thrown up 


as a defence againſt the overflowing 
of the Scheld. 


No city in the Netherlands has 
ſo many beautiful churches as Ant- 
werp : the church of St. Mary, 
now the cathedral, is a noble edi- 
fice, upwards of 500 feet long, 230 
broad, and 360 high; the ſteeple is 
one of the fineſt in the world, com- 
manding a view of the cities of 
Ghent, Mechlin, and CLovain; and 
on the other fide, the iflands of 
Zealand, in clear weather. The 
altars in this church are finely 
adorned with paintings, ſome of - 
them by the eminent Rubens; the 
F picture 


r IO rSerog* 
- 


oy ward of his labour, 
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picture of taking our Saviour down 
from the croſs, the figures of which 
are as large as life, 1s reckoned a 
maſter-piece. There are likewiſe 
ſome fine pieces by Quintilian Maſ- 
ſy, who was a blackſmith by trade, 
but falling in love with a painter's 
daughter, was told by her father 
that he would marry her to none 
but“ a painter. This declaration 
ſerved only to heighten Maſſy's af- 
fection, and to induce him to ex- 
change his hammer for a pencil; 
in conſequence of this reſolution, 
ſetting out for Italy, he applied 
himſelf with ſuch aſſiduity to the 
art of painting, as ſoon rendered 
him eminent, and on his return to 
his country obtained the deſired re- 


He 
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He is interred at the entrance of 
the cathedral, where his effigy is 
ſet up, with this inſcription: 


Connubialis amor de Mulcibre fecit Apellem. 


St. John's church, near the Mere- 
ſtreet, is alſo a noble building; but 
among all the churches of the reli- 
gious orders, that of the Jeſuits is 
molt admired, being one of the Meſt 
in Europe for its dimenſions, work- 
manſhip, and paintings. All the 
inſide is of white marble, intermixed 
with jaſper, porphyry, and gold; 
and the cieling is embelliſhed with 
thirty-eight pictures from the hiſ- 
tory of the New Teſtament, done 
by Rubens. The chapel adjoining 
to 1t 1s ſtill more magnificent, being 
enriched with ſix ſtatues of alaba- 

F 2 {ter 


rar 
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ſter, repreſenting the founders of 
the chapel ; and the great altar is 
adorned with the picture of the 
aſſumption of the virgin Mary, 
which Rubens called his favourite 
piece. j 


Tux college, with its library, is 


alſo well worthy the traveller's cu- 


rioſity. Near the ramparts, and on 
the banks of the Scheld, ſtands the 
noble and rich abbey of St. Michael, 
celebrated for its fine apartments, 
and painted refectory. 


There are upwards of twenty 
ſquares in this city, and above two 
hundred ſtreets, tolerably broad and 
regular: the chief ſtreet is called 
the Mere; it is well paved, and 


broad 


* 
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broad enough for five or ſix coaches 
to go abreaſt. 


Joixixo to the Mere is the Ex- 
change, built in 1531, the firſt edi- 
fice of the kind in Europe, from 
whence Sir Thomas Greſham took 
his model of that at London. It 
ſtands in the center of four large 
ſtreets, has four ſpacious gates op- 
poſite to one another, and the walks 
on each fide are ſupported by forty- 
three pillars of blue marble, all 
engraved, but not two of them 
alike. The length of this Exchange 
is 180 feet, and the breadth 140. It 
is ſaid to have coſt three hundred 
thouſand crowns. 


F 3 THERE 
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Tuxxx are ſeven gates at Ant- 
werp, from each of which is a long 
ftreet, that terminates at the cathe- 
dral, about the center of the city. 
The citadel, built by the duke 
d'Alva, to keep the city in awe, is 
one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt re- 
gular in the world, and has ſerved 
for a model to all thoſe that have 
been built fince that time : it is of 
a pentagon figure, having five royal 
baſtions, that defend one another, 
with large deep double ditches, and 
but one gate to- go in and out at. 
It ſtands on the ſouth-ſide of the 
city, on the banks of the Scheld, and 
commands the city, the river, and 
the neighbouring country, 


IT 
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Ir was in this citadel that the 
Duke d'Alva erected his own ſtatue 
trampling upon the conquered ſtates 
of the Netherlands. There are con- 
veniencies for quartering 3000 ſol- 
diers. 


Ir will be but right to inform 
the young traveller, who has not 
perhaps read much of the hiſtory 
of this country, that this city was 
once the moſt flouriſhing place for 
trade in all Europe. Its ſituation 
greatly contributed to its commerce, 
being built upon the banks of the 
river Scheld, which is here twenty 
feet deep, the tide riſing twelve feet 
more, inſomuch that ſhips of con- 
ſiderable burthen may come up and 
unload at the quays. Another 


thing 
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thing that contributed to increaſe 
its trade in the beginning of the 
ſixteenth century, was the war 
which began to rage in Flanders, 
which induced the merchants to 
remove from Bruges hither, by 
which means Antwerp became, 
what Bruges had been before, the 
grand mart of Europe. 


Tux trade of this city was at its 
height about 1568, when it was 
ſuppoſed to contain 200,000 inha- 
bitants, and there frequently lay 
in the river no leſs than 250c ſhips 
at a time, and very commonly five 
hundred veſſels came in or went out 
in a day. But this did not laſt long, 
for upon the breaking out of the 
civil wars in the Low Countries, 
this 
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this city was twice ſacked, and a 
great part of it burnt down in 1576. 
The Dutch ſoon afterwards making 
themſelves maſters of the iſlands of 
Zealand, which lie at the mouth of 
the Scheld, hindered all ſhips from 
coming up without paying a toll. 
Upon the removal of the trade of 
this great city to Amſterdam, the 
inhabitants began to turn their 
heads to banking, jewelling, and 
painting. With reſpe& to their 
banking, they have continued it 
with great credit. In Queen Anne's . 
wars, two brothers, by name De 
Konning, paid, one the army of 
France, the other that of the Con- 
federates. With regard to paint- 
Ing, every one knows to what per- 
fection it was carried under the 
famous 
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famous Rubens, to whom this city 
gave birth, and by whoſe celebrated 
labours it had the honour of being 
eſteemed one of the principal ſchools 
of that art. This town has alſo 
been famous for printing, the 
Plautin editions being very much 
eſteemed in the republic of letters, 


From Antwerp a failing-boat 
goes every week to Amſterdam, 
Delft, the Hague, Leyden, and 
Utrecht. 


To Bruſſels and Vilvorden, a 
barge, morning and afternoon, with 
the tide. 


Turkr are alſo waggons and 
coaches that ſet out every day to 
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Bruflels, Ghent, Mechlin, Breda, 
and moſt towns in Flanders. 


The beſt houſe of entertainment 
is ſaid to be the Labourer, in the 
Mere-ſtreet, otherwiſe ſur la Grande 


Place. 


JOURNEY from BRUSSELS 
to LIEGE, MAESTRICHT, 
SPA, and AIX LA CHAPELLE. 


THERE are two roads from 
Bruſſels to Maeſtricht ; the firſt is 
through Lauden and Burgworm to 
Liege, and there to take water for 
Macſtricht, for which there are daily 
conveniencies of barges going down. 

the 
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the Maeſe, which is only thirty 
miles diſtant. The ſecond is by the 
way of St. Trong and Tongres, 
which 1s the moſt direct. 


Trost who want to go to Spa 
mult take the road of Liege, from 
whence there are carriages that ſet 
out every day for Spa. Thoſe who 
intend to go to Aix la Chapelle, will 
find that their moſt direct way is by 
Maeſtricht ; but from Liege to Aix 
la Chapelle they muſt go by Dalem, 
and leave Maeſtricht on the left 
hand. There is alſo a road from 
Spa to Aix la Chapelle through 
Limburg, which journey may be 
performed in one day, 


Firlt 
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Firſt route from BRUSSELS fo LiEGE, 
MAESTRICHT, and SPA. 


| place diſtant 

Engliſh miles to — — from 
place Bruſſels. 

Lovain = 3 5 i 


Tirlemont 12 -< = 27 
Lauden 6 — — 33 
Burgworm 7 — - 40 
11 = 3% i208 
Spa ay i I 


Second Route from BRUSSELS to Max- 
STRICHT and AIX LA CHAPELLE. 


place diſtant 


Engliſh mites { to — — from 
: 2 place Bruſſels. 
Lovain - 1 15 


Tulemont 12 27 
St. 
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place | diſtant 
Engliſh miles to — — from 
| place Bruſſe la. 
St. Tron 12 — 39 
Borgloon 2 - 41 
Tongres 2 = 22 


Maeſtricht - 14 - 57 
Aix la Chapelle 18 E I 


Remarkable Places in the Firft 
Route. 


nN. 


LOVAIN is a city of the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands, and province of 
Brabant, fifteen miles north-eaſt of 
Bruſſels, and twelve ſouth-caſt of 
Mechlin. 


Tunis 
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Tris city is pleaſantly ſituated 
on the river Dyle, in a fine and 
plentiful country. The walls are 
eight or nine miles in circumfer- 
ence, but together with the build- 
ings include ſeveral fields and vine- 
yards. 


Tur have a caſtle which ſtands 
on a hill, ſurrounded with fine 
gardens, and has a charming pro- 
ſpect over all the country. This 
caſtle was built by the emperor 
Arnulphus, to ſecure the country 
againſt the Normans, whence it is 
alſo called the caſtle of Cæſar, but 
is now falling to ruin. 


Tur churches here are very hand- 


ſome, among which the collegiate 
church 
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church of St. Peter is one of the 
moſt magnificent in the country. 
The chapels in this church are 
finely adorned with ſculpture and 
painting. The Jeſuit's church, built 
in 1666, is a very handſome ſtruc- 
ture, and remarkable for its pulpit 
of oak, which is reckoned the fineſt 
piece of that kind in the world; 
the foundation is the fall of Adam 
and Eve, and the cover is the re- 
demption of man, by the virgin's 
treading on the ſerpent's head. 
Their library is ſaid to be the beſt 
in the Auſtrian Netherlands, par- 
ticularly on acccunt of the great 
number of manuſcripts in it. 


Bur the chief ornament and 
glory of this city is its Univerſity, 
which 
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which reſembles thoſe of England 
more than any others abroad. It 
was founded by John the Fourth, 
Duke of Brabant, in 1415. There 
are between fifty and ſixty colleges 
in this Univerſity, and though ad- 
mired for their ſituation and build- 
ing, are not however ſo ſumptuous 
as thoſe of Oxford and Cambridge, 
There are but few of theſe col- 
leges where ſtrict diſcipline is ob- 
ſerved, and theſe are for the edu- 
cation of thoſe of tender years ; 
the others are for perſons more ad- 
vanced in life, who may come and 
go when they pleaſe. The ſtudents 
in divinity conſtantly wear gowns 
and caps, but the reſt only at pub- 
lic exerciſes, Degrees are taken 
here in five faculties, viz. Divinity, 

* Canon 
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Canon Law, Civil Law, Phyſic, and 
Arts ; and their academical fenate 
conſiſts of the ſuperior graduates in 
theſe faculties. Oy 


TIRLEMONT. 


TIRLEMONT, or Tiener, is 
a town of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, and province of Brabant, 
ſituated twelve miles ſouth-eaſt of 
Lovain, and twenty-one north of 
Namur; it is but meanly built, 
and has nothing in it worthy the 
peculiar attention of the traveller. 
There is a very good pavement from 


Lovain to Tirlemont. 


LADEN 
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LAUDE N. 


LAUDEN is a little town 1n the 
ſame province, on the river Beeke, 
twenty miles north of Namur, and 
eighteen ſouth-eaſt of Lovain. It 
is remarkable only for a victory ob- 
tained near it by the French, under 
the command of the Duke of Lux- 
embourg over the allies, commanded 
by King William. It is ſaid that 
upwards of 20,000 men fell in this 
battle, which was fought on the 


19th of July, 1693. 


BORGW-ORM. 


THIS is a village of no manner 
of note between Lauden and Liege; 
G 2 it 
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it is however the chief place of 
the county of Haſhain, and ſtands 
on the little river Jeker. 


E. 


LIEGE is the capital of the bi- 
ſhoprick of that name in the circle 
of Weſtphalia in Germany, ſituated 
on the river Maeſe, about twelve 
miles ſouth of Maeſtricht, thirty 
north-eaſt of Namur, and fifty caſt 
of Bruſſels. 


Ir is a large, populous, wealthy 
city, and interior to few in Eu- 
rope, whether we conſider its an- 
tiquity, or the magnificence of its 
public buildings, It is of a trian- 
gular figure, ſituated in a valley; 

environed 
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environed by mountains, ſeparated 
from each other by pleaſant dales, 
which are watered by three little 
rivers. There are ſixteen gates to 
the town, ſeventeen bridges, (ſome 
of them very handſome) and about 
150 ſtreets, but neither clean nor 


regular. 


lx this city and ſuburbs there 
are about an hundred churches, The 
cathedral, dedicated to St. Lambert, 
is a magnificent ſtructure built of 
ſtone. Tis the chapter of this ca- 
thedral that chooſes the Biſhop and 
Prince upon a vacancy; they are all 
noblemen, ſixty in number, and are 
called major canons. In this ca- 
thedral there is a treaſury of re- 
liques, which deſerves the curioſity 
G' 3 of 
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of the ſtranger. There is a buſto 
of St. Lambert, finely done in ſil- 
ver, and ſtatues of the Virgin Mary 
and St. Joſeph, as big as life, in 
ſilver alſo; with five great coffers 
full of filver reliques, and St. George 
on horſeback in maſſy gold, which 
Charles the Bold preſented to the 
cathedral, as a penance for treating 
them with cruelty in 1468. 


Tux Engliſn Jeſuits have a col- 
lege here, well ſituated on the top 
of a hill, with a handſome garden, 
in which there is a variety of dial- 
ling. There is an Univerſity here, 
but has long been declining. 


Tur city of Liege is called the 
bell of women, becauſe they work 
harder 
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harder than any where elſe ; the 
purgatory of men, becauſe wives ge- 
nerally wear the breeches; and the 
paradiſe of prieſts, becauſe the whole 
country almoſt belongs to the 


clergy. 5 


Tur vineyards with which the 
Hittle hills of Liege are almoſt en- 
tirely covered, deſerve to be taken 
notice of, becauſe of the climate, 
but the wine is not very good. 
The hills contain quarries of black 
marble, and a ſort of alabaſter. 


PRovisions are reafonndile and 
there are good houſes of accommo- 


dation. A gentleman of ſmall eſtate ' 


cannot live in any place of the 
world more comfortably than at 
Liege. 
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Liege. From Liege there are boats 
go every day to Maeſtricht, fifteen 
miles diſtant, and boats and coaches 
to all the neighbouring towns, as 
well in Germany as in the Nether- 
lands. To Spa, in particular, there 
is a coach that ſets out every morn- 
ing, but I cannot ſay much in com- 
mendation of the road. 


8 A. 


SPAW or Spa is a town in Ger- 
many, in the circle of Weſtphalia, 
and biſhoprick of Liege, about ſe- 


venteen miles ſouth-eaſt of Liege, 
and ſeven ſouth-weſt of Limburg. 
It is ſituated in a ſmall plain, ſur- 
rounded with mountains, ſo that 
you cannot ſee it till you are al- 
moſt 
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moſt in it. The people are affable 
and good-natured, and ſpeak the 
Wallon as at Liege. 


Tuls town is reſorted to by 
ſtrangers of all nations, who come 
todrink its mineral waters, famous 
in antient as well as modern hiſ- 


tory. 


Tur account Pliny gave of them, 
though ſome think he meant the 
waters of Tongeren, was, that they 
taſted of iron, and were purgative; 
that they cured tertian agues and 
the ſtone, and when boiled, grew 
turbid, and of a reddiſh colour. 
There are four different ſprings, 
ſome containing more ſulphur, others 


more nitre than the reſt. The ſea- 
5 ſon 
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ſon for drinking theſe waters is in 
the hot months, June, July, and 
Auguſt, It is remarkable that theſe 
waters weigh two grains in three 
- ounces more than thoſe of Tun- 
bridge, and four grains more than 
thoſe of Iflington, and yet leſs than 
the common waters by feveral grains. 


- From Spa there is a poſt-road 

to Limburg, and from thence to 
Aix la Chapelle, and carriages go 
almoſt every day to both places. I 
will ſay a word or two of Limburg, 
and then deſcribe Maeſtricht and 
Aix la Chapelle. 


LIMBURG. 
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LIMBURG. 


LIMBURG is the capital of the 
dutchy of Limburg, in the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands, fituated on a 
mountain, at the foot of which runs 
the river Weſe, twenty miles ſouth- 
eaſt of Liege, and eighteen ſouth of 
Aix la Chapelle. The Dutch took 
it from the Spaniards in 1633, and 

the latter retook it ſometime after. 
After the death of Charles the Se- 
cond of Spain, the French ſeized | 
it, but the confederates under the | 
Duke of Marlborough took it in 
1703 for the houſe of Auſtria, and 
now 1t 1s diſmantled. The river 
which runs near the town abounds 


with fine trout, and other fiſh. | 
| | | 
| 


Limburg 
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Limburg 1s famous for its cheeſe, 
which 1s reckoned the beſt of any 
made abroad, except that of Parma. 


ST. Tran and Borgloon have no- 
thing peculiar, and of St. Tongres 
much cannot be ſaid, but of its an- 
tiquity ; it certainly was a conſider- 
able place; the Tungrorum Oppidum 
of the Romans. There are now 
remaining the ruins of ſome of 
their roads, temples, and other mo- 
numents of antiquity. The town 
is mentioned by Cæſar, Tacitus, 
and Pliny. | 


_MAES- 
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MAESTRICHT. 


MAESTRICHT is a town be- 
longing to Dutch Brabant, ſituated 
on the river Maeſe, thirteen miles 
north of Liege, and forty-two eaſt: 
of Lovain. This 1s one of the beſt 
fortified towns in Europe, and' a 
bulwark of the republic of the 
United Netherlands on this fide of 
the country. It takes its name, as 
well as Utretcht, from the word 
TRAJECTUM, or paſſage, which 1s 
their common name in Latin. 
Utrecht was called Inferius or Ulte- 
rius Trajectum, and was the paſſage 
of the Rhine; and Maeſtricht was 
named Maſæ Trajectum, the Paſſage 
of the Maeſe, and Trajefum Supe- 


rius, 
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rius, or the Upper Paſſage. The 
ſuburb, with its fortifications, and 
the bridge, are well worthy the at- 
tention and notice of the traveller, 
particularly of the military. This 
place is five Italian miles in circum- 
inrence. 


Tuts city revolted from Spain 
about the year 1570, and was be- 
ſieged by the Duke of Parma. It 
made a moſt gallant and vigorous 
defence, but was reduced under the 
obedience of the Spaniards in 1579. 
In 1632 it was taken from them by 
Frederic Henry, Prince of Orange. 
In 1673 it was beſieged by the 
French King in perion, and taken 
after thirteen days open trenches. 
In 1676 it was again beſieged by 

| the 
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the Prince of Orange, afterwards 
King William, but upon hearing 
that M. Schomberg was advancing 
with a ſuperior army to relieve the 
town, he was obliged to raiſe the 
ſiege. It was reſtored to the Dutch 
by the peace of Nimeguen in 1679, 
in whoſe poſſeſſion it continued till 
it was taken by the French under 
Marſhal Saxe, who reſtored it to 
them again by the tieaty of Aix la 
Chapelle. 


Every day a boat goes from 
hence at nine in the morning to 
Liege; and every day there are 
coaches or diligences which go to 
Aix la Chapelle, Holland, Bruſſels, 

and even to Cologne in a day. 


AIX 
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AIX LA CHAPELLE. 


AIX LA CHAPELLE, or Aken, 
is a city of Germany in the Dutchy 
of Juliers, twenty-fix miles north- 
eaſt of Liege, and thirty weſt of 
Cologne. It 1s a large and popu- 
lous town, of very great antiquity, 
by the Latins called Aguiſgranum, 
and ſuppoſed to have taken this 
name from Serenius Granus, lieu- 
tenant-general of Gallia Belgica, 
in the reign of the Emperor Adri 
an, who having diſcovered the hot 
ſprings here in the year 53, firſt 
built and beautified them after the 
| Fg manner 
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manner of the Roman baths; and 
then erected a prince near them. 10 


Tur French all this: thou Aix 
la Chapelle, from a chapel in the 
great church much reſorted to by 
pilgrims, containing a multitude of 
relics. The town is ſituated in 2 
fruitful valley, ſurrounded with 
mountains and woods, and yet the 
air is very wholeſome. The build- 
ings are magnificent; of theſe the 
ſenate- houſe or ſtadt-houſe, and the 
cathedral are the chief. In the 
middle of the market- place there is 
a fine fountain, which throws out 
water at ſix ſeveral places into a. 
marble baſon, thirty feet in cir- 
cumference, and a ſtatue of Charle- 
maine, of braſs gilt, is placed on 
1 the 
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the top, holding a ſceptre in one 
hand and a globe in the other. The 


ſtadt-houſe is adorned with the 


ſtatues of all the emperors ſince that 
prince. The upper ſtory 1s one 
entire room, one hundred and ſixty- 
two feet long, and ſixty broad, 
where the new- elected emperor 
uſed to entertain the electors, and 
all the princes of the empire at his 
coronation. In this hall there are 
ſeveral fine pieces of painting, par- 
ticularly thoſe by the celebrated 
Amiſſaga, highly valued, among 
which is that of the reſurrection, 
and another of Charlemaine giving 
the charter to this city. 


Tur great church 1s a fine Go- 
thic building. On the inſide are a 
great 
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great number of pillars of braſs and 


marble, gilded ſtatues, brazen doors, 
and a great deal of moſaic work. 


Tux baths of Aix are the occa- 


ſion of its being very much fre- 


quented by ſtrangers. That called 


the emperor's bath is the ſame, and 


ſupplied by the ſame ſprings as that 
which Charlemagne ſo much de- 
lighted in, and where he uſed to 


invite his nobility and great officers 
to bathe with him. Some of the 
baths riſe ſo hot, that they let them 
cool twelve hours before they are 
uſed. Here 1s alſo a fountain of 
warm water, which is drank in 
ſummer mornings for many chronic 
diſorders. 


H 2 THrost 
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Tnosg who have deſcribed the 
virtues of the baths of Aix, affirm, 
that they are uſeful againſt all affec- 
tions of the nerves, convullions, 
palſies, numbneſs, tremblings, gout, 
ſciaticas, contractions, diſorders of 
the bowels and ſtomach, ſpleen, 
head-ach, nephritical diſtempers, 
&c. The time of drinking them 1s 
from the beginning of May to the 
middle of June, and from the mid- 
dle of Auguſt to the end of Sep- 
tember. 


ABouT the pumps where they 
drink the waters there are raffling- 
ſhops, coftee-houſes, &c. as at 
Bath, Margate, Tunbridge, &c. 
and there are ſharpers, though un- 
der the pompous denomination of 

counts, 
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counts, marquiſſes, and barons, 
againſt whom it is neceſſary to cau- 
tion the inexperienced and unwary 
traveller, 


THERE was a famous treaty of 
peace concluded in this city m 
1668, between France on the one 
part, and Spain, England and 
Holland on the other; and here 
alſo was concluded the general peace 
in 1748, 


' FRoM this town a diligence or 
ſtage-coach ſets out every day for 
Liege, Cologne, and moſt of the 


neighbouring cities. 


FRANCE. 


T4 
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A the following pages will di- 
rect the traveller to ſome part 


of France, it will be neceſſary to 
offer him a few hints, which per- 


haps he will find uſeful either in 


travelling through, or reſiding in 
that kingdom. 


_ FixsT, then, let it be obſerved, 
that bank-notes are not current, or 
negotiable, in France; and it 1s 
extremely difficult to get them 
changed in any towns, in ſome 
places abſolutely impoſſible, 


Ip 
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Ir you draw, while abroad, on 
a banker in France, you generally 
are charged ſeven or eight per cent; 
diſcount ; but if on a French mer- 
chant, who wants to tranſmit mo- 
ney to London, it is generally done 
at par. This laſt is therefore the 
moſt ſaving method, but then you 
muſt always wait till they have a 
confirmation that your bill 1s ho- 
noured. 


Ar the firſt town you propoſe to 
reſide at, you ſhould fit out a-/a- 
mode de France, and continue ſo as 
long as you ſtay in the country. 
Don't imagine this advice 1s unrea- 
ſonable; for an Engliſh dreſs is a 
ſufficient object for knavery and 


impoſition: and you had better 
have 
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have no great wardrobe at a time, 
as you may recruit it every hour 
you chooſe to make any ſtay. 


_ Dox'r fail to carry a knife and 
fork with you; if you neglect this, 
you'll often run the hazard of loſing 
your dinner; it being much the 
cuſtom for gentlemen and ladies to 

uſe their own ſnharp- pointed knives 
at their meals. | 


To an Engliſhman it ſeems very 
ſtrange, to go into an inn and make 
a bargain for his bed, his ſupper, 
his horſes, and ſervant, before he 
eats or ſleeps : yet this is common 
in France, and for a ſtranger even 
neceſſary ; for though you will meet 
with no kind of civil reception at 
the 
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the inns on the roads in France, as 
with us, at your entrance, you will 
meet with an exorbitant bill, with - 
out this precaution, at your depar- 
ture; therefore, when you come to 
an inn, where you intend to ſtay 
all night, or to dine, aſk the price 
of your room and bed, and order a 
fupper or dinner at thirty, forty, 
fifty, or ſixty ſols per head; you 
will then be well ſerved with, per- 
haps, many diſhes, any one of 
which, had you ordered in parti- 
cular, would have been charged 
treble. 


' In any town you chooſe to reſide 
at, you ſhould, ſoon after your ar- 
rival, pay your compliments to the 


n and other principal of- 
ficers 
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ficers : this method is not only gen- 
teel but political, as you may have 
many cauſes for redreſs from the 
natural injuſtice and inclination to 
villany hourly practiſed by the com- 
mon people. | 


PosTING is much more eaſy, con- 
yenient, and reaſonable, upon a 
juſt compariſon of all circumſtan- 
ces, in England than in France. 
The Engliſh carriages, horſes, har- 
neſs, and roads are better ; and the 
poſtillions more obliging and alert. 
The reaſon is plain and obvious: 
if I am ill uſed in England, I can 
be accommodated elſewhere ; but in 
France the poſt is monopolized, 
and the poſt-maſters and drivers 
knowing the travellers depend en- 

tirely 
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tirely on them, are more negligent, 
and more encouraged to inſolence 
and impoſition. Nor can you have 
any redreſs, except by a formal 
complaint to the comptroller of 
poſts, who is generally one of the 
miniſters of ſtate, and pays little 
or no regard to any ſuch repreſenta- 
tions. 


JOURNEY from BRUSSELS 


to LISLE. 
place diſtant . 
Engliſh miles 4 to — — from 

| | | [ro Bruſſels. 
Ninove | — «0 
Grammont 5 — 18 
Leſſines 5 3 
A 5 
Tournay 12 „ 46 


Liſle 12 15 55 
8 Par- 
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Particular Places in this Journey. 
NINOV EE. 


NINOVE is a town of the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands, in the province 
of Flanders, ſeven miles ſouth of 
Aloſt, and thirteen weſt of Bruſſels; 
it is ſituated on the river Dender, 
is in itſelf an inconſiderable place, 
has but one parochial church, an 
abbey of Norbertine monks, the 
church of which was rebuilt in 
1718, and two nunneries. 


GRAM- 
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* GRAMMON T. 


GRAMMONT, in latin Ge- 
rardi Mons, is a town of the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands, in the province 
of Flanders, ſituated on the river 
Dender, between Ath and Aloth, 
ſeventeen miles ſouth-eaſt of Ghent, 
and about eighteen weſt of Bruſſels. 
It is remarkable for a very fine 
abbey, that ſtands on an eminence 
which affords a delightful proſpect 
of the neighbouring country. 


LESSINES. 


LESSINES 1s a little walled 
town of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
in 
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in the province of Hainault, It is 

' ſituated in a beauteous plain on the 
river Dender, four miles to the 
northward of Ath, and fourteen 
north of Mons. This place is fa- 
mous for its linen manufactory. 


X. 


ATH, or Aeth, is a town in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, in the 
province of Hainault, twelve miles 
north-weſt of Mons, and twenty- 
three ſouth-weſt of Bruſſels. This 
town is very well fortified ; it is en- 
tirely covered by the fortifications, 
and by the trees on the ramparts, 
inſomuch that nothing can be diſ- 
cerned from without but the 
ſteeple. 
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ſteeple. The town-houſe is a to- 
lerable building. The parochial 
church is dedicated to St. Julian. 
The rails of the choir, and of the 
chapels round this church, are all 
of braſs. This place was taken by 
the French in 1667, and reſtored 
to the Spaniards by the treaty of 
Nimeguen. They took it a third 
time in 1745, after a very ſhort 
defence, but reſtored it again at the 

' laſt general peace. 


TOURNAY. 


TOURNAY is a city of the Au- 
ſtrian Netherlands in the province 
of Flanders, fifteen miles eaſt of 

Liſle, 


& 
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Liſle, twenty-one weſt of Mons, 
thirty ſouth of Ghent, and as many 
north of Cambray. It is a large 
elegant town, ſituated on the 
Scheld. Its ſcite is very beautiful, 


being ſurrounded by pleaſant fruit- 
ful meadows. Here are ſeven beau- 


tiful gates, over one of which there 
was a fine ſtatue of Lewis XIV. 
which now adorns the gardens of 
Blenheim-houſe, in England. 


Tur famous engineer Vauban 
built a citadel here, which he called 
his maſter- piece. It is flanked with 
five royal baſtions, covered with 
two ravelines, flanked by two half 
moons, and all undermined. 


Tur 
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Tur Allies under the command 
of the Duke of Marlborough laid 
ſiege to it in 1709, and took it after 
a very obſtinatedefence. By the treaty 
of Utrecht it was made one of the 
towns of the Dutch barrier; Who 
kept poſſeſſion of it till 1745, when 
the French laid ſiege to it under the 
command of Marſhal Saxe. His royal 
highneſs the Duke of Cumberland 
marched directly with the allied ar- 
my to raiſe the ſiege; this drew on the 
fatal battle of Fontenoy, and was fol- 
lowed ſoon after with the ſurrender 
of the town and citadel, which 
were reſtored again to the Dutch at 
the laſt general peace, 


Tur Church of St. Martin is 
worth the curioſity of a ſtranger, as 


is alſo the church of the Croſiers. 
I Tur 


114 TOUR TO THE CONTINENT. 


Tur have a picture of the 
crowning of our Saviour, by Ru- 
bens ; and another of the nativity, 
by the ſame hand. 


From Tournay coaches ſet out 
every day to Liſle, Doway, Aire, 
Conde, Valenciennes, and other 


neighbouring cities. 
. 


„LISLE, or Ryſſel, is the capital 
of French Flanders, ſituated on the 
Deule, fifteen miles weſt of Tour- 
nay. There are few cities in Europe 
that ſurpaſs this for its ſituation, for 
the regularity of its ſtreets, and for 
its fortifications. 


Tu 
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Tur market- place, from whence 
all the ſtreets run, is divided into 
two, by a fine exchange, built after 
the manner of that in London, with 
four gates from which you go into 
the market- place. The ſtreet called 
La Rue Royale, is one of the longeſt, 
{traighteſt, and moſt uniform in Eu- 
rope, extending near an Engliſh mile. 


Tar principal church of this town 
is dedicated to St. Stephen. That of 
St. Peter has a very noble chapter, 
founded by Baldwin the Fifth, Earl 
of Flanders; the choir of this church 
is very fine: That of St. Catherine 
is worth ſeeing; the tabernacle and 
the font being in much eſteem by the 
curious. There are in all about fif- 
ty churches, and a magnificent hoſ- 


pital, 
I -2 THis 


